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Preamble

Traffic Safety represent a major concern for traffic
authorities, who strive to bring into effect, while on the
other hand, road users hope to secure such safety. With
collective efforts we will all feel it’s tangible effects.

This manual, with it’s scientific content aims at
hoosting practical traffic awareness levels of vehicle's
drivers in the Kingdom's roads. The manual was pre-
nared by a team of specialized professors and highly
nrofessional officials. Its comprehensiveness and sim-
plicity in presenting information shall serve as the best
suidance for those seeking to learn driving and/or en-
hancing and implementing safe driving skills.

[0 attain the objective of this manual, special con-
dderation was made to its assortment into chapters in
werm of diversity and sequence of information to make
'\ much easier for the beneficiaries.

We hope this manual meets the proposed objective
and acquires satisfaction.

In pursuance of God will

General/Fahd bin Saud Al-Bisher
Director of the General Directorate for Traffic
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Introduction

This manual is intended to enhance your drnving
skills whether you are applying for a driving permit,
license or you already have one and wishes to Keep
abreast of the latest traffic rules and regulations.

Obtaining a driving license is a privilege not a
right; it entails a declared acceptance to comply with
the traffic rules and regulations to maintain safety and
security of our roads. Thus you are entitled to consider
all road users and be alert to road surprises that you
4y encounter any time.

Obtaining a Saudi driving license means you are
permitted to drive a vehicle on public roads, not that
you are immune from encountering a tratfic accident,
Thus you are required to be always cautious, since
skill alone is not enough to avoid road risks and sur-
prises.

You are required to read this manual carefully. The
information presented in this manual 1s not just essen-
tial for passing the driving test, but it is intended "by
God will" to preserve your safety and the safety of
road users.




1o whom this Manual

To whom this

Manual
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| his manual is intended for:
Applicants for Driving Permit.
Applicants for Dniving License.

Those holding non-Saudi driving license and re-
quired to obtain a Saudi driving license.

Drivers with driving experience who wish to famil-
larize themselves widely with the traffic regulations
and driving rules of conduct, or obtaining additional
or updated mnformation about traffic rules and de-
fensive driving.



Driving License and

important information




2-1 Obtaining a Saudi Driving License

Those who completed 18 years are entitled to ob-
am a private drniving license and motorbikes driving
icence, while who completed 20 years are entitled to
blain a general driving license and driving public
works vechicles. Those who completed 17 years may
btain a temporary permit valid for one year to drive a
private vehicle.

Applicants for driving license or a driving permit
re subjected to vision test and are required to pass the
lollowing two tests:

. Written test

'. Practical test

Applicants with health constrains that requires
nedical examination to asses their eligibility to drive,
shall undertake (o reveal this upon applying for a driv-
ing hicense.

First ume applicants are required to enroll in a
Inving training qualification course at an accredited
raining school 1n the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Cer-

tulicates obtained form such schools shall not by itself

qualify a person for road driving, unless he refers to
the concerned traffic directorate to obtain a driving li-
cense or permitl. The driving training course is intend-
' to enhance driver's theoretical knowledge and prac-
ncal skill of wvehicles driving, such as traffic
regulations, traffic signs and their connotations, safe
and defensive driving, and how to deal with vehicles
hreak downs and emergency situations.

Written test questions are based on informa-

tion contained in this manual.

License & mportant information
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2-2 Individuals obliged to obtain a driving license

Any citizen or resident expatriate driving a vehicle
on public roads is obliged to obtain a driving license.
Visitors are allowed to drive private vehicles on the
authority of a valid international driving license or
their countries of origin driving license. The duration
of this allowance expires upon the expiry of the driv-
ing license or the visit period. In both cases the allow-
ance duration shall not exceed one year.

It is strictly prohibited to drive a vechicle on the roads

without obtaining an adequate valid license or permit

2-3 Types of Driving Licenses
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There are four types of driving licenses:

l. Private driving license: 1ssued to those driving pri-
vate vehicles with a gross weight of not more than
3.5 tons.

2. General dniving license, the type and category of
the permitted vehicle 1s specified in the license.

3. Public works vechicles driving license.

4. Motorcycle driving license.

2-4 Driving license test procedures

-Test location

The written test, vision test and practical test may
be conducted at any traffic department assigned to
that purpose. Written test is required for first time ap-
plicants and for those intending to obtain another dif-
ferent type of driving license, while vision test is re-
quired in all cases.

- 10-
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Practice Field at a Driving Training School

l est components

Vision test to ensure the applicant visual ability to
see things clearly.

- Written test on traffic rules, road signs, principles

of traffic safety; to assess the applicant knowledge
of the traffic rules and safe vehicle operation. The
test questions are based on information contained
in this manual. The test comprises many questions
and lasts for 30 minutes. A minimum passing score
of 80% is required.

. Practical driving test requires a vehicle in a good

condition, with good brakes, tires, head and tail
lights, brake lights, signal lights, side and rear mir-
rors and wipers.

The practical driving test provides the applicant
with an opportunity to prove his ability to drive
safely accompanied with a traffic officer who pro-
vides clear instructions without requesting illegal
deeds.

5
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Applicants shall observe the following points in the
driving test:

* Use of seat belt.

* Control over the steering wheel.
* Use of accelerator.

* Use of hand brake.

* Use of fool brake.

* How to start moving the vehicle.
* Use of murrors.

¥ Reverse movement and appropriate parking.
¥ Use of signal lights.

* How to turn left and right.

* Watch for pedestrians.

* The distance between your vehicle and the vehicle
ahead.

* Watch out others around when intending to pass.
¥ Avoid other's mistakes.

* Compliance with the traffic signs and signals.

¥ Observe the right-of-way.

* Driving in a single and multi-lane roads.

* Focused and disciplined driving behavior, such as
busy with mobile phone.

# U-turn 1n a single-lane road.
* Expecting road surprises.
* Compliance with traffic rules and regulations.




-5 Other information about the driving license

T'he Tratfic authority maintains the right to sus-
pend the procedure of obtaining a driving license or
\ s renewal in the following instances:

Supply invalid information in the application form.

L.ack of the required driving skill.

'he existence of a health problem that may result in
unsafe driving.

Unpaid traffic violation tickets.

Presentation of fake documents.

License & important informition

Falsification of the driving license
entails severe punishments
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Do vou know?

T'raffic accidents in Kingdom’s roads be-
tween 1980-2008G amounts to more than 4
million; most of them due to driver’s non
compliance with traffic rules and regula-
tions.

iy
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Q1. Driving vehicles on the roads is strictly prohib-
ited without:

A. Obtaining a driving license or driving permit.

B. Switch on the vehicles lights.

C. Use eye glasses.

D. All of the above.

Q2. Obtaining your driving license means:

A. Accepting the responsibility to comply with the
traffic rules and regulations.

B. That you are immune from encountering a traffic
accident.

C. That you became a skilled driver.

D. All of the above.

- 14-
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A-1 Traific rules

Traffic has rules that must be observed. Preaching
those rules increases the possibility of engaging into
traffic accident. The following are some of these
rules:.

\. Speed limits:

Over speeding is the major cause of fatal accidents.
Drivers are not supposed to exceed the speed limit be-
vond necessitated by the road circumstances and the
surrounding environment. Drivers shall not always
comply with driving within speed limit; instead they
must consider the road situation, weather conditions
and the surrounding circumstances (such as rain, fog,
storm, congestion, maintenance work, poor visibility
at mght).

speed limit differs in residential areas and nonresi-
dential areas, within urban zones and rural areas. in
straight roads, curves and intersections.
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Speed limit sign
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Drivers should comply with the following speed lim-
its if there are no speed limit signs.

Vehicle Type Maximum speed Km/h

Light Vehicles within urban zones

Light Vehicles in rural roads

1

Heavy trucks within urban zones

Heavy trucks in rural roads I

Drivers should consider road circumstances and weather

conditions, Vehicle speed should not always reach the
specified speed limit.

B. Driving lanes

There are specified rules regulating the use of road
lanes. Drivers shall comply with these rules while
driving to maintain other's right-of-way and avoid
traffic accidents.

You should always signal your intension to shift
between lanes (change lanes)and ensure that others
are aware of this.

C. The right-of-way

Means the driver's right to continue driving. You
should respect other's right on the road, since they are
entitled to the same right-of-way. In general the right
remains with those driving in straight direction. Yield-
ing the road right-of-way has specific situations and
places such as:

- Road access / exit:
* In accessing a main road, a driver must yield the
right-of-way to other vehicles in the main road

o [ &=



* In exiting a main road a driver must yield the right-
of-way to other vehicles in the service road.

* Intersections

* The roundabout: driver must yield the right-of-way
to vehicles inside the roundabout.

* Intersections with no traffic control (no traffic light,
stop sign or yield sign): the driver must yield the
right-of-way to vehicles coming from the right side.

“ Emergency vehicles
Drivers must yield the right-of-way to emergency
vehicles.

). Rules of passing
Driving sometimes requires passing other vehicles;
but this may result into accidents, if the safety traf-
fic rules were not observed. The following are
some important rules for passing other vehicles:

* Ensure a safe distance between your vehicle and the
vehicle you intend to pass.

* Ensure there is no other vehicles in the lane you in-
tend to move to.

* Check the traffic behind your vehicle (use the mir-
ror).

- Signal your intension to the right or left, as required

Move to the other lane, but remember you may

need to accelerate your speed to pass, provided you
should not exceed the speed limit.

" Ensure there is no other vehicles in the blind areas
around your vehicles, by looking around and quick-
ly resume back to your normal position.

- 19 -
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Indicale your intension with the appropriate
signal before passing another vehicle

Blind Area

Area which can be ! Area which can &
seen through the be seen without &
rear mirror . looking around £

— L (— | E— - — | ———

Blind Area

Blind arca

Blind aregs are the areas to the right and left of the vehicle
which the dniver can not sée unless by looking around to the

E. Prohibited passing situations

passing is prohibited in the following situations:

* When there is poor visiblity.

* When incoming traffic from opposite direction do
not allow safe passing.

* In the intersections, railrodas, bridges and pedestri-
ans Crossings.

* 1In curves, hilly areas, slopes, squares and slippery
roads.

¥ When the vehicle you intend to pass is moving fast-
er than your vehicle.

* In areas where passing is prohibited.

¥ When the vehicle you intend to pass started already
passing a vehicle ahead.

* When a vehicle behind you started passing.

* In lanes marked with continous line.

¥ When school buses stop for children to board or exit.

-90-




Passing is prohibited near rail road intersection

F. Vision and stoppage distance

Sometimes a driver is confronted with an object on
the road such as pedestrians, animals or a brokendown
vehicle. In such cases the driver is required to stop be-
fore colliding with these objects. Stopping a traveling
vehicle requires a distance that is known as the stop-
page distance; it comprises of two parts: first, the dis-
tance traveled between the realization and reaction
time, i.e the moment the driver sees a body and realiz-
es that there is an obstacle ahead; the vehicle during
this part travels with its original speed. The second
part represents the distance required for the vehicle to
come into a complete stop while the driver applying
the brakes.
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Upon applying the brake while driving, the vehicle
travels for a distance before coming to a complete
stop. The length of such distance depends on a num-
ber of factors; such as the vehicle's speed at the time
the driver applies the brakes, friction coefficient be-
tween the vehicle's tires and the road surface, inclina-
tion of the road and the tires quality.

Vehicles traveling at high speed require more dis-
tance to come to a complete stop. As shown in the fol-
lowing table, if the vehicle speed is 30 km/h, it re-
quires 30m to come to a complete stop. This distance
multiplies to 206m (seven times approximately) when
the speed reaches 100km/h.Drivers shall always not
exceed the specified speed limit, at the same time they
shall consider the road circumstances and adapt their
speed accordingly. It is worth mentioning that driving
at night requires more alert since the visibility range
provided by the front light is shorter than the stoppage
distance. To avoid this problem drivers are advised to
reduce speed as much as possible without affecting
other vehicles on the road.

G. Keep Safe Distance

Drivers shall always maintain a safe distance be-
hind the vehicle ahead. The safe distance varies ac-
cording to vehicle speed, it is longer as the speed ac-
celerates and shorter as vehicle slows. The safety
rules requires to allow three meters from the vehicle
ahead for each 10km of the vehicle speed: e.g. the
safe following distance for a vehicle traveling at
90km/h shall be 27-30m. If the average vehicle length
is 6m, the safe distance shall be equal to five vehicles

length.




Stoppage distance as per vehicle's speed

Speed Distance trav-
(Km/hy | eled before re-
sponding by
ke >
(m)
30 21
40 28
S0 35
60 42
70 49 63 B
80 56 84 140 |
90 63 170
100 70 206
110 | 17 247
120 84 288

' Driving Conditions

\- Driving within urban zones
Driving within urban zones requires skills that dif-
ler from driving outside urban zones; thus drivers
shall observe the following:
" Continuous attention to vehicles approaching from
side roads.

* Patience 1n slow traffic.
© Alert to pedestrians specially in the vicinity of
schools, mosques and hospitals.

Plan ahead for your destination prior to departure
and choose the adequate road.

©Alert to any unexpected situation that may occur
while driving.
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* Minimize changing lanes as much as possible.

* Avoid being distracted while driving.

* Comply with the specified speed limit.

* Use the horn in case of extreme necessity.

* Yield the nght-of-way to emergency vehicles and
official parades.

* Signal your intension when shifting lanes or exiting
one road to another,

B- Driving on highways
Most highways assign specific lanes to accelerate

or decelerate to enable drivers to adjust their speed to

merge smoothly with the moving traffic. Upon enter-

ing a highway observe the following:

* Signal your intension.

¥ Accelerate your speed gradually to match the high-
way traffic.

¥ Be cautious in entering the right lane of the high-
way and merge smoothly with the traffic when
safe, or otherwise you may stop at the center of the
acceleration lane, yield the right-of-way and enter
when the path 1s clear.

Upon exiting a highway 1t 1s advisable to consider the
following:

* Signal your intension.

* Move to the lane adjacent to the exit lane with a
suitable distance.

*  Enter the exit lane before slowing down.

* Start slowing down upon entering the exit lane in
preperation to exit the highway.

- Dl




Entrance ramp

C- Driving during night

Poor vision at night requires slowing speed; it re-
(quires also attention to the bright lights that temporar-
iy affect your vision. Avoid looking directly to those
lights.

To prevent dazzling other derivers in the opposite
direction use the low beam headlights while driving.

Remember to switch on your vehicle’s lights 30
minutes before sunset and ull 30 minutes after sun-

I'ISE.

It 1s recommended to adopt the following while
driving at night:

* Park your vehicle by the side of the road and take
rest when you feel tired or sleepy.

S, T




* Maintain eyes movement and avoid fixating.

* Never use sun glasses at night.

* Always use the headlights, and don’t confine to the
small lights instead.

* Your driving speed should be less than the speci-
fied speed limit.

3-3 Seat Belt

Researches and studies confirm that using seat belt
has contributed positively to the reduction of injuries
and its fatal effects in traffic accidents. Here are some
facts about the seat belt:

* The seat belt protects the body from colliding with
components within or outside the vehicle and even

= with other passengers.

* To remain inside the vehicle during collision is saf-

er than to be thrown out.

Seat belt is required even in short trips since traffic
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;‘_ accidents within urban areas are more frequent
-f:-§ % than in rural areas.

—~ * Children are always in need for protection from ac-
=~ cidents, child seats help.

— * Seat belt does not harm pregnant women.

* Seat belt in the rear seats has the same effect as in
the front seat.

* Seat belt secure the driver behind the steering
wheel, this shall help him to control the vehicle in
case the vehicle lost balance for any emergency or
accident.

- 26-
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Not using the seat belt affects the efficiency of the
air bags in protecting the driver and the passenger
during accidents God forbids.

Fastening seat belt 1s obligatory to the driver and the front seat
passenger. Children younger than ten years of age are

not allowed to sit in the front seat

w the seat belis work during accidents ?

In each accident there are in fact two separate colli-
510NS:

First: the vehicle collision, as it collides with an
object and stops; the second, which 1s the painful one,
hecause it involves human collisions, 1t happens when
passengers collide with an object, which 1s normally a
component of the vehicle, or an object outside it.
Without seat belts passengers continue movement ac-
cording to the original speed of the vehicle and collide

. | : + N
with objects such as steering wheel, the windscreen, S
the back side of the seats, or any other component in- S =

=

side or outside the vehicle. Seat belts help in avoiding
this type of collision. Those who uses seat belt are
less subject to collide with other objects.

Y

Wes &
i

iow o fasten the seat bell appropriately = ‘"‘?%‘
N

! * Ensure the seat belt ==
1S not twisted. S

- * The belt shall be =
lowered as possi- ==

ble.

- * Tighten belt on the
chest & stomach.

Ensure fastening your seat belt
IR
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Fastening scat belt 1s
obligatory to the driver and
the front seat passenger

Child Seat

Remember that the traffic regulations in the King-
dom requires drivers to place firmly children younger
than 10 years of age to an appropriate seat equipped
with safety belt. Children of small bodies frame even
if they are older than ten years of age must be firmly
placed to an uplifted seat before fastening the seat
belt, and ensurc that the seat belt 1s not passing
around the neck since it might cause suffocation.

3.4 Insurance

The traffic regulations obligate any wvechicle’s
owner to have a third party co-operative insurance
policy. In addition to the prominent significance of in-
surance in disputes settlement between parties 1n-
volved in accidents and it’s role in securing the conse-
quent material rights, 1t also has a role to play in
traffic safety. That is because the insurance premium
reduced as far as the driver is abiding by the traffic
regulations and doesn't commit traffic violation or in-
volved in accidents as a party at fault. You can obtain




the isurance policy from the authorized insurance
companies.

Drivers should always be sure that they carry

the insurance policy

M i‘n?gﬂi"‘ ":‘ STCI

Pursuant to this system a number of points are allo-
cated to traffic violations according 1o the nature of
the violation and the danger it represents to the traffic
wilety (see the following table) in such a way that the
number of points expresses the magnitude of the vio-
lution 1n terms of degree of 1ts impact on the driver
and the safety of others on the road. When a driver
commits a traffic violation the respective prescribed
points are registered in the driver's record and will not
be omitted before the elapsing of one year from the
date of this violation, provided that the driver should
not have committed another violation during the
same year. When the accumulated points in the driv-
er's record reaches 24, the traffic regulation calls for
suspending his license for a specific period of time.

Do you know that!
kxcessive speed and running a red light constitutes

the majority of the registered traffic violations in the
Kingdom’s roads and they have direct impact on the
occurrence of many traffic accidents
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Traffic Violation Points

Violation type Points Violation type Points
Driving under alcohol or Passing in arcas in which
drugs influence 24 | passing is prohibited 6
Drilting (Tafheeth) 24 | Stopping over railroads 6
Running the traffic light Exceeding speed limit (1-
on red 12 |25 Km PH over posted
limit) 4

Driving a vehicle in the | ,, | Driving within unauthor-

opposite direction of traf~] | 1zed lanes *

fic flow

Maneuvering in high Passing school buses

speed between vehicles 8 | when children are board- | 4

on public roads ing or exiling

Failure to comply with [ Failure to secure (cover-

the tratfic police dircc- g [ingand tying up) a trans- A

tions ported load

Driving a vehicle without Carrying out modifica-

brakes or lights 8§ | tons to a vehicle's chas- 4
s15 or trunk without ob-
serving the required
procedures.

Failure to completely ¢ | Failure to use seat belt £

stop at stop sign

Failure to yicld to the Using cell phone by hand | -

right-of-way 6 | while driving

Exceeding speed limit [ Not wearing a helmet

(more than 25 Km PH ¢ | while driving motorbikes | 2

over posted limit)

Failure to yield to the

right-of-way to vehicles 6

coming from the left in
roundabouts




()1, The speed limit for light sedan vehicle within urban
zones is:

A. 70km/h. B. 60km/h.

(. 55km/h. D. 50km/h.

()2, Is it a must to comply with the speed limit under all

clircumstances?

A. Yes under all circumstances.

1. You must not always comply; instead you must consid-
er the road condition, weather conditions and the sur-
rounding circumstances.

(". Upon the driver’s desire.

). All of the above.

()4 The blind area is defined as:

A. The area which can be seen without moving one's head.

11 The area which cannot be seen without moving one's
head,

(. The area which cannot be seen through the rear mirror.

1), The area which cannot be seen at all.

(4. The traffic regulation in the Kingdom obligates
both the driver and the passenger to use the seat belt
on:

A. All roads. B. Some roads.

(" Highways only.  D. Within urban zones.

(5, I a driver runs the red light, the number of points
(o be registered against him is:

A. 2 points. B. 3 points.

(. 4 points. D. 12 points.

(6. Requirements of driving in urban zones:

A Altention to pedestrians.

11, Plannming ahead for your destination prior to departure
and choose the adequate road.

(. Be alert to any unexpected situation that may occur
while driving.

1. All of the above.
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A road 1s not merely the
path  designated for vehicles
only, but it also includes the
shoulders, sidewalks, bicycles
lines, buses and vehicles park-
e, pedestrian’s  crosswalks
and emergency and mainte-
nance vehicles lanes. Moreo-
vi'r, roads have their own traf-
e signs such as the posted
spns, pavement markings and
irallic signals.

Express highway

P W
u . =

B e
----------

lypes of roads differ according to their usages, lo-
vations and engineering designs. There are express
hiphways, dual roads and single lane roads. Each one
ul these types of roads has its respective traffic rules
pursuant to the nature of its engineering design.

Driving on the road entails abiding by the speed
Wit for that particular road and by its signs and
murkings, whether those posted on the road signs, or

displayed on the pavement.
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4-1 Road Intersections

A road intersection is the point where one road or
more intersects, which indicates that vehicles coming
from different directions meet each other. This may
increase the probability of collision occurrence be-
tween them if any one of these vehicles drivers ig-
nores the traffic regulations controlling the traffic at
that intersection, or if he does not show enough cau-
tion and alertness when approaching that intersection.
Moreover, road intersections, especially inside cities,
are used as crosswalks for pedestrians and are deter-
mined by pavement markings designated for them,
which entails that a driver should stop before the pe-
destrian crosswalk. The statistics of the traffic acci-
dents emphasize that a high percentage of urban zone
accidents occur at intersections, which means that
these locations are potential places for accidents and
that a driver should consider this when approaching
intersections.

Different shapes of intersections.
There are many shapes of intersections, but the
most common ones are as follows:

T-shaped intersecion

- 36-




(+) sign ntersection

Lseneral Rule

At the intersection of two roads where there is no
traffic signal, you should always yield the right-of-
way to vehicles coming from the right direction, un-
less the intersection is a roundabout, in which case the
right-of- way should be yielded to the driver coming
from the left.

4-2 Road Signs
A- Traffic Signs.
- Regulatory Signs.
Regulatory signs are used to aquaint the driver and
all road users with traffic regulations, prohibitions,
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and restrictions that sould be observed while driving
or using the road.

- Prohibition Signs

Circular white signs with red frames in-
dicate prohibition, e.g. No U-turn, No en-
try..etc.

No entry from _
this side No U-turn No left turn

No wailing area No parking &
No waiting area

- Mandatory Signs

Blue Rounded signs direct the driver to
a certain action, e.g. mandatory direction
to right or left

-

és

Mandatory forward Mandatory left Mandatory right
Go straight Go left Go right

5P

Mandatory dirction Mandatory Directions go
Turn right straight or U turn
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There are other mandatory signs with other shapes,
‘he most common of which is the yield the right-of-
wiay signs.

Warning Signs

I'he white triangular signs with red frames indicate
warning or hazard

Vangerous curves-§ - Dangerous curves- | Dangerous left curve
tirst right sharp { first left sharp bends sharp bend to the lefi

Pedestrian Road narrows
crosswalk both sides
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3- Guide Signs
Guide signs are used to guide and direct drivers
and all road users to towns, villiages, roads and other

important locations along the journey.

Rectangular and square signs with different
colors direct the driver to places such as hospi-
tals, gas station, ... ect,

higili iﬂdll!i:ﬁﬁ“g Restaurant [’Iﬂhpi[ill ['Hl"'-“lh“':
cities and villages station
direction

4- Signs of utmost Importance

(Speed-limit) signs: or what i1s known as the maxi-
mum or specified speed. These sings are usually white
with a circular shape and red frame with the speed
limit written in black.

(Stop) Sign: This sign indicates that the driver must
come to a complete stop when seeing it. They are In
red color of eight-sided shape with the word (stop)
written in white. The “stop™ sign is frequently used
and when seeing it the driver should do the following:

- 40-
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I~ Slop completely at the stop line (a white continu-

ous line). In case of non-existence of an actual stop
line, the driver should stop alongside the stop sign
tnsure that the intersection is clear of vehicles and
pedestrians by looking around in all directions of
the ntersection.
Proceed with driving. If there are more than one ve-
hicle stopping at the “Stop Sign™ at the intersec-
lion, the first vehicle to reach there have the right
(0 pass the intersection first.

The driver must come to a
complete stop when seeing
“stop sign”
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(Yield) Sign: This sign indicates
yielding the right-of-way. It is used
frequently at roundabout intersections
or at the intersections that have no traf-
fic lights or stop sign. The yield sign is
a white triangular with its apex down
and a red frame.

When you see this sign at an the intersection it in-
dicates that you can cross with caution and observe
the following:

I. Slow-down to stop if you notice that there are some ve-
hicles or pedestrians at the intersection. You should
stop before the stop line (a white continous line)

2. If you do not see any vehicles or pedestrians at the
intersection, you should first slow-down and then
proceed driving across the intersection with caution
and attention.

(No Entry) Sign: This sign indicates
prohibiting the entrance of a road and in
most cases it indicates that some vehi-
cles are coming through this road. It's
shape is circular and its color is red with
a white horizontal line in the middle..

B-Pavement Markings

Pavement markings spread widely on roads. Some
are in the shape of specific lines or symbols in the
pavement with certain colors, such as the white and
yellow lines, and some are jutting out signs above the
pavement such as the cat eyes and ceramic.

The pavement markings are divided into three
t?fpes: — |

FFirst - Longitudinal markings.

Second : Transversal markings.

Third : symbols

Y b




I 1he Longitudinal Markings
L hese represent the lines found in the center of the
road or that divides the lanes.

I he center of the road lines:
! he Broken White Lines

Y ou should drive to the right side of these
lines or drive over them or cross them to
pass another vehicle or to take a left turn.

he continuous White Lines

You should drive to the right of this line
and it is prohibited to cross it or to turn
lelt,

* 1 he Multiple White Lines
Y ou must drive to the right side of these
imes and it is absolutely prohibited to
cross them or to turn left.

© The continuous and Broken White Line.
L1 this situation there are two positions:

* I'he Broken Line by vour side., %:
You can cross the line and turn left ;_%
=i
=

© 1 he Broken Line by the other side:
'l 15 prohibited to cross the line or to turn
el

%%
&1
?«-

" LANesS di\'iding lines:
these are broken white lines to divide
trathic lanes and allow shifting from one
line 1o another after using the appropriate
vpenal lights and making sure that the lane
you intended to shift to is clear of vehi-

\ ]t"t.
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2. Transversal Markings

* The horizontal line at Intersections:
This line indicates the point before which a driver
must stop before approaching an intersection con-
trolled by a traffic signal or a “‘stop™ sign.

3. Painted Signs

* Arrows.

* Arrows to determine the traffic direction: these are
mostly located at points indicating that a cross-road
is near. For example, an arrow pointing to left indi-
cates that the lane is designated for turning left.

* Arrows indicating to drivers that the end of the lane
1s near and that the driver must merge with another
lane.

* Special Signs.

* At some roads there are pavements signs which in-
dicate the type of road usage, for example, the bi-
cycle symbol indicates that the lane is designated
to bicycles, and a handicapped chair symbol mdi-
cates a place for uplifting or down-lifting disabled
persons or for disabled vehicles parking.
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I'raffic Lights

Red light indicates “stop™ and must be a
complete stop.

Green light indicates that a driver is permit-
led to move to enter into the intersection. It
s always preferable to ensure that vehicles
at other sides of the intersection are at com-
plete stop.

Yellow light indicates that a driver must
prepare himself to stop and it is always
preferable to stop when the yellow light is
on if possible.

|- I'he Traffic Signals Arrows:
'he arrow determines the traffic flow
direction, either ahead, to the right or to
the left.

\ red arrow indicates that the driver must
slop completely“complete stop™,

A ereen arrow indicates that the driver can
proceed or continue driving in the same
direction of the arrow.

I'lashing Lights

v ellow flashing light: Indicates that you can cross
the intersection without stopping but with utmost cau-
non meaning that you should slow down and make
ure that the intersection is clear of any other vehicles
and then proceed safely.

"ed Flashing Light: Means that the driver should
come to a complete stop to ensure that the intersection
% clear of any other vehicles and then proceed safely.

- Pedestrian Signals:

Pedestrian signals  allow  pedestrians  to
Lnow when it is permitted and safe to cross the
[I'.Itf
the appearance of a symbol of person or a
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raised hand in a red light indicates that pedes-
trians must stop and not cross the road. A green
light indicates allowing the pedestrians to cross.

4.3 Work Zones Signals

A work zone means that part of the road 1s under
maintenance and excavation works, which causes a
slowdown of traffic. In most cases, one lane, or more,
is completely closed at this part of the road, leading
consequently to establish a detour which guides the
drivers to cross the work zone smoothly and safely.

The traffic signs posted at the work zone focus on
two main functions, namely:

|- Warning the driver of a working zone and indicat-
ing the speed limit in this section of the road.

2. Guide the driver and direct him to the lane to be
followed through the working zone. It should be
noted here that posting a low speed at the work
zone consequently supersede the specified speed
limit for that road. Driving in excess of the posted
speed-limit in the work zone is considered a traffic
violation.

The most common traffic signs used at the work

zones with a yellow background, red frame and writ-
ing or drawing in black are the following:

: Detour
Change di- Proposed speed
rection
Road narrows on Road narrows on Right lanc closed
right left

. 46-




Detour ahead Detour 2km

Wamning signona  Cone with flag Barrel
post

Work zone signs are mostly in orange color

4-4 T'rafTic control at intersections

'he types of traffic control may differ regardless
ol the intersection’s shape and the diversity of the
ul;unlrul devices as per the traffic device used, as fol-
LUWS.

Traffic signal control
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Traffic Police Control
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Houndabout Intersection

Al the roundabout you see the yield
dpn which indicates that you should
vicld the right-of-way to the vehicles in-
Jde the roundabout approaching from
the left. In case of passing of many vehi-
cles inside the roundabout you may en-
‘i whenever you find an appropriate space amongst
them which allows you to enter without disturbing the
vehicles inside the roundabout

Right-of-way in the roundabout is to
drivers approaching from left

Do you know?
The number of traffic violations registered on the
Kingdom'’s roads during the period 1980-2008G

-~ gxceeded 83 million violations at the rate of 4 million
| violations per vear

N
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Q.1 A Circular sign with a White Color back-
ground and red frame always indicates:

Mandatory.
Warning.

Prohibition.
Regulation.

onw>

This sign means

e
I

No Parking & waiting.
No left turn.

Do not enter.

No U turn.

Tl TS

3. This sign indicates:

Maximum speed is 70 Km/h.
Minimum speed is 70 Km/h.

Average speed is 70 Km/h.
All of the above.

vARwE> QO
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()4, A white continuous line with a broken line at
the other side indicates:

\. Passing and turning left.
. Passing and turning right.
(. No passing or turning left.
). Do not stop.

()5, T'he Shape of the Yield Sign is:

A. A triangle with apex up.

5.  Square.

(. A triangle with apex down.
D, Circular,

L
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| Speed

The main purpose of specifing a maximum speed
‘or vehicles on the road is to enhance safety through
climinating the risks resulting from the tendency of
the drivers to choose a speed which they believe is
rcasonable. The posted speed limits represent the
maximum speed the driver is legally allowed to drive
within its range. However, the driver should take into
consideration that this speed limit suits the engineer-
g design of the road and safety measures applied to
. A road design based on a specific speed and ex-
cceding this speed will represent a violation to the en-
sineering safety measures of that road and conse-
quently creating a risk of having a traffic accident.

There is another matter of significant importance;
the speed limit is specified assuming natural condi-
tions and circumstances such as good weather condi-
tions, day light, clearance of any traffic jam or mainte-
nance work or any other circumstances which may
hinder the traffic. Therefore, the driver should choose
a speed that suits the road conditions without exceed-
g the specified speed. Always remember that 40%
of the traffic accidents in the Kingdom are caused by
cxcessive speeds.

The vehicle’s speeds can be detected by radars and
surveillance cameras.

! Running red light

Passing the traffic light on red is called “running
the traffic signal”. This problem together with the ex-
cessive speed can be considered the main cause of fa-
‘al accidents i our country. The entering of a vehicle
nto the intersection while the signal 1s on red means
‘hat the driver has committed a violation, namely the
running of the traffic signal. Therefore, slowing down
the speed in preparation for stopping when the yellow
izht appears, makes it unlikely for the driver to run
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the traffic signal and hence he will save his life and
the lives of others by avoiding a fatal accident.

The presence of the traffic police 1s not necessary
at the intersection to arrest the violators of the traffic
signal, as there are secret traffic police, or the surveil-
lance cameras to perform this function and arrest or
register the violators. In this connection, it is worth
mentioning here that such action contradicts the teach-
ings of our religion, Islam. In this regard, His Emi-
nence, the Late Sheikh Abdul Aziz Bin Baz was once
asked this question: what 1s the rule or Islamic judg-
ment pertaining to the persons who violate the traffic
regulations, for example those who run the traffic sig-
nal on red?

The answer of his Eminence was as follows “any
Muslim may not violate the Government's traffic reg-
ulations as this involves great danger and risk to that
person and to others. The Government has set these
regulations out of its desire to secure the interests of
all its subjects and punishing such violators™ and he
cited this verse from the Holy Quran (And most of
mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly)
verse “103-surat-Yusuf™

His Eminence, Sheikh Bin Ethaymeen had also
been asked the above mentioned question and he re-
plied by citing this verse from the Holy Quran (you
who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Apostle (Mu-
hammad, PBUH) and those of your (Muslims) who
are in authority) verse 59-Surat-An-Nisa (The Wom-
en) and he went on to say that “If the rulers have laid
down signs such as: stop signs, or proceed signs, we
should abide by these signs as this means we obey
our rulers”.
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5.3 Drifting : (Tafheath)

Drifting is considered a traffic violution. The driver
who commits drifting is penelized for the first viola-
tion by detention of the vehicle for fifteen days and a
fine of 1000 (One thousand) S.R. and by detention of
the vechile for one month and a fine of 1500 (One
thousand Five hundred) S.R. in the second offence,
and detention of the vehicle and a fine of 2000 (Two
thousand)S.R. in the third time. In all cases the of-
lender is refered to court to consider jailing him and
confiscation of the vehicle.

4 Using Mobile Phone by hand While Driving
One of the great risks while driving is the use of
mobiles. That is because, driv-
ing requires focusing and paying
attention to the road, and being
busy with the mobile affects this
focus and hence reduces the
driver’s reaction time when con-
‘ronted with a hazard situation
and may commit accident due to
improper reaction. Moreover,
speaking on the mobile may dis-
‘urb the driver’s thinking or may
become excited which may

make him more likely to cause
an accident

> Defensive Driving

The defensive driver is a driver who always takes
positive attitude towards driving by focusing mainly
on safety. Such a driver is always patient, observes
the feelings of others and is willing to update his
«nowledge about the safe driving every day. His style
of driving is based on knowledge, skill and under-
tanding and does not leave things to happen acciden-

ally,
The defensive driver is that driver who controls his

&



feelings regardless of the pressures, which he encoun-
ters or the misbehavior of other drivers. Hence, he can
avoid accidents by controlling his feelings and excite-
ments and by focusing on driving and how to reach
his destination safely. Also, he is the one who checks
all the directions of the road carefully while driving in
order to react in a better way to the road surprises and
unexpected events or to the faults that might be com-
mitted by others.

Obtaining a driving 'I_imi sé means that vou are aware of and

abide by all the trafffic rules and regulations

3.6 Rules that must be Known

* Give chance to vehicles that want to pass you be-
cause the road 1s the property of all.

*  Pedestrians have the right to cross the road, espe-
cially the children, elderly and the disabled .

* High headlights and dazzling lights annoy other
drivers and may cause traffic accidents.

* Keep enough distance between your vehicle and the
vehicles ahead of you to avoid collision with them
if they stop suddenly.

* Control your emotions and actions when faced by
some situation along the road that might excite you
and make you nervous. Always be alert.

Wrong Parking
=N
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o not make any unnecessary shifting from your
lune, instead stick to your lane.

P'lun ahead your trip.

'urk your vehicle properly at the designated park-
1N ArcCes.

se the safety devices when your vehicle breaks
Jdown and keep it away from the road.

“ecognize the meanings and significance of the
tratfic signs and directions and be guided accord-
ingly.

Do not drive in excess of the speed limit, and slow
down your speed when there is a reason for that to
avord causing an accident,

In single-lanes roads keep at the extreme right
when you drive through an elevated section or
when you come across a curve or at intersections.
Uiy attention to the signs that indicate animal cross-
g (especially camels).

When vou feel fatigue while driving for long dis-
wnces, stop driving and walk for a while till you
‘eel refreshed.

slow down your vehicle speed when there is rain,
‘og or sandstorm.

\void passing other vehicles in bad weather con-
Jitions and use the flashing lights.

n bad weather conditions it would be better to exit
wway from the road and stop at a safe place.

When it starts raining, you must keep enough dis-
wunce from other vehicles and refrain from pressing
the brakes strongly, or driving on the un-paved
parts of the road.

Always remember that you should hold the driving
license, the vehicle's registration and the insurance
document and all these documents should be valid.

Vollow the traffic police directions and instructions.
Y ield the right-of-way to emergency vehicles.
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Prior to starting vour frip, it is advisable to make
sure of the following:
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* Plan in advance for the intended trip.

* That the vehicle dashboard indicators (temperature,
oil, fuel etc..) are functioning properly.

* That the wipers are functioning

* The emergency devices are

in place (warning triangle,

fire extinguisher).

Check the o1l level.

The Radiator water.

Adjust the mirrors.

Close the doors properly.

Ensure all windows and

windscreen surfaces should

be clean and free of any

obstructions. warning triangle are

* Make sure that the signal lights e s
and head light are working. i

* Make sure that the seat belt 1s in order.

* Make sure that the tires and the spare tire are in
good condition

* ®* ¥ % *

Throwing garbage from the ve-

hicle i1s a traffic violation unciv-

ilized behavior and pollutes the
environment. The traffic and

municipal regulations impose
penalties for such violators

Uncivilized behavior



(1. The most fatal and common traffic violations in
the Kingdom are:

A. Excessive Speed.

3. Running the traffic signal on red.

(", Excessive speed and running the traffic signal on red.
). None of the above.

()2. The Defensive Driver is the one Whe:

| Is a professional driver.

~Participates in international rallies.

. Drives the vehicles at a slow speed.

1. Always has a positive attitude towards driving.

..F‘i"ri'

()3. When you feel fatigue while driving you should:
A. Stop driving and walk for a while to get refreshed.
13. Continue driving.

. Put on glasses to ease the eye fatigue.

). All of the above.
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6.1 Pedestrians
Using the road is
a common right for
the drivers as well
15 the pedestrians.
l'herefore, a driver
hould respect the
nght of pedestrians
hy  observing the
‘ollowing:

I. Be alert and Drivers should respect pedestrian’s rights
slow down your
vehicle speed to prepare to stop at the pedestrian’s
Crossings.

. Gnive the pedestrians the chance to cross the road
safely at wide intersections.

1. Do not stop on the pedestrians lines at the intersec-
Llons.

. Slow down and drnive with cautious at schools,
mosques, markets and public squares where more
pedestrians are expected

Sharing the Road with Others

Remember that most of the pedestrain’s-related
acidents occur at sunset or during night due to

poor visibility

6.2 Bicycles

Cyclists are con-
sidered users of the
road who have equiv-
alent rights as those
of  vehicle dnvers.
'herefore, the driver
should give the right-
of-way to the cy-
clists, 1f so required.

: Drivers should be alert while dniving in
You should respect or residential areas
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give consideration to the lanes designated to them.
Also remember also that some children play with their
bikes and may appear suddenly on the road, especially
inside the residential areas, therefore you should drive
with utmost cautious in these places and you should
be alert at all times while you are driving.

6-3 Persons with Special needs

Our Islamic religion urges us to co-operate and as-
sist each other, and it is more rewarding to offer such
assistance to a disabled brother. Therefore, you should
observe the following cases relating to this category
of the society.
* Crossing the road by a person on a wheelchair may
require longer time than the time taken by walking
persons. Therefore you should be patient and wait till
this person crosses the road safely.

Drivers should consider persons with
disability on wheel chairs
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Parking designated for disabled
persons only

A blind person crossing the road is distinguished by
carrying a white stick.

Some of the car parkings are reserved to the per-
sons with disability through some indicative signs.
Parking your vehicle on these places is considered
a violation as per the traffic rules.

6-4 Schools Students

Drivers should abide by the speed limit while driv-
ng in roads adjacent to schools, which mostly, does
not exceed 30 km/hour. Most of the running over ac-
cidents take place near schools because of excessive

Be alert to school students in the vicinity
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speed and due to not paying attention by the drivers.
Remember that students, especially in the primary and
intermediate levels, may not be aware of how to cross
the road, therefore you should always observe this.
When you see students getting out of a school bus it is
always advisable to stop till the school bus proceeds
and till you make sure that the road is clear ahead of
yOou.

6-5 Emergency Vehicles

Giving way to emergency vehicles such as ambu-
lances, civil defense vehicles and patrols vehicles 1s a
matter of high significance due to the humanitarian
services provided by these vehicles, which entail that
they should be allowed to reach their targeted destina-
tions in the nearest possible time. Therefore, when
you recognize an emergency vehicles coming from
the back through its flashing lights or by hearing the
siren, you should open the way for them without en-
dangering yourself or the other drivers.

Yield the right-of-way to emergency vehicles
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6-6 Road Works

Very frequently a part of the road is closed for
maintenance and construction works, which requires a
low speed driving to ensure the safety of workers at
this part of the road. Remember that excessive speed
in addition to not paying sufficient attention at work
zones may endanger the life of those workers and may
cause injury or death.
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Slow down your vehicle speed and be alert
while crossing through work zones.

Do vou know that!
The number of injured persons due to the accidents

which occurred on the Kingdom's roads during the period
1980-2008C stood at more than 784.000 injuries.
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Q1. The majority of traffic accidents which occur
adjacent to schools are:

A. Collision between vehicles.

B. Running over.

C. Turning over.

D. None of the above.

Q2. Most of the running over accidents affecting
pedestrians occur at sunset or during the night,
because of:

A. Excessive speed.

B. Crowded pedestrians in the streets.

C. Poor visibility.

D. All of the above.

Q3. When crossing a work zone, you should do the
following:

A. Slow down and be alert.

B. Change your path to another road.

C. Stop driving.

D. All of the above.

- 70-
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Taking care of the vehicle and conducting a period-
ical maintenance is one of the important factors that
contributes to reducing the number of traffic acci-
dents, apart from the occurrence of sudden break-
downs, which may affect the vehicle operation. The
periodical vehicle inspection at authorized stations is
one of the important matters that should be followed
on periodical basis. The inspection would detect the
vehicle's defects on the spot and hence they can be re-
paired to avoid accidents. The vehicle’s periodical in-
spection includes mspections for the different parts
and components which affect the safe use of the vehi-
cle. Not presenting the vehicle to the annual periodi-
cal inspection is considered a traffic violation.

Selection of genuine spare parts represents a cru-
cial element to the safety of the vehicle. It is well
known that there are commercial spare parts which
may serve the required purpose for a short period of
time, but they have adverse impact on the vehicle’s
performance and safety. Therefore it is advisable to
use genuine parts, especially those related directly to
the safety of the vehicle such as the brakes and tires.

7.1 Tires

A significant portion of the traffic accidents occur
due to the use of bad or worn out tires. It is very im-
portant to change the tires on periodical basis and re-
place them with good ones which suit the type of the
vehicle and the weather condition of the Kingdom as
recommended by the tires manufacturer.

There are two types of tires: radial (wire) and diag-
onal bias (nylon). The radial type is the best type due
to its characteristics such as its tolerance to high tem-
perature, maintaining vehicle’s balance at turns and
allowing comfortable driving because of its ability to
absorb a great deal of the road’s roughness in addition
to saving fuel consumption.

.
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The most important reasons that lead to wearing
out or bursting of the tire are the following:

|. Excessive weight.

2. Excessive or low air pressure.

3. Excessive speed.

4. Surrounding temperature.

5. Exposure of tire to shocks.

6. Storing 1n wet places or at high temperature.
7.Sudden braking or sudden shifting to a higher speed.
8. Non-balancing of tires.

9. Drifting (Tafheeth).

When choosing tires for your vehicle it 1s necessary to
consider factors that have direct impact on the safe

functioning of the tire and which prevent it from sud-
den breakdown. These factors include the speed, ex-
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cessive load, temperature, usage conditions and road
conditions. For instance, tires are labeled with certain
codes according to maximum speed limit. These
codes are labled on the tire as shown in the following

table:
Code | Speed Km/Hour Code
| L 120 S
M 130 k
N 140 U 200
P 150 | H 210
Q 160 v 240
R 170 I Z | Above 240

Regarding the tire load, each tire has a maximum
load after which it will burst. The load 1s indicated by
a number which is labeled on the tire as shown in the

following table:

[

Code Maximum Load Per Tire, Kg
I8 ' 462
84 | 500 |
85 515
88 560
B 89 | 380
01 615 5
100 800
108 | TO0
132 2000
150 3350
188 10,000 ]
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Moreover, each tire has a pre-determined level of
air-pressure which is shown on one of its side wall.
The driver should make sure that the air pressure inside
the tire is not in excess of the specified pressure point.

With regard to the temperature, tires can be classi-
fied into three categories (A, B, C) each category of
tire having a maximum level of temperature to be
used below it. For example code (C) means that a tire
in this category should be used under low tempera-
ture. Based on this, the most appropriate category for
the climate conditions of the Kingdom is category (A)
and then category (B).

Another important issue to be considered when re-
placing the tires is the tire’s manufacturing date,
which is composed of three digits, where the first and
second to the left side indicates the number of the
week, while the third number denotes the year. For
example, in the number (251) the two digits (25) indi-
cate week number twenty five whereas the third num-
ber (1) indicates the year of manufacturing, which is
2001. Note it i1s not advisable to purchase a tire that 1s
over one year from the manufacturing date.

We advice the users when purchasing tires, to refer
to the user's manual which is available with the tires
distributors.
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7-2 Vehicle’s Breakdowns

If your vehicle breaks down, switch on the tlashing
lights, which indicates that your vehicle is out of order
and can not move, or that it 1s moving very slowly or
that you are confronting an emergency. The follow-
ings are the most common vehicle’s breakdowns:

A. Tire blowout: when a tire burst, follow the follow-
Ing steps:
* Lift your foot from the accelerator and do not apply

the brakes, otherwise the vehicle will be tipped
OVET,

* Hold the steering wheel firmly and maintain the ve-
hicle’s direction 1n a straight line till 1t stops.

B. Failure of brakes: when you discover that the
brakes of your vehicle are out of order, you should
do the following:

* Bring the gear back to a slower position to slow the
speed of the vehicle.

* Repeat pressing the brakes in an attempt to regain
the brakes oil pressure. When repeating this three
or four times you will know whether the brakes
will return to their normal function or not.

* Use the hand brake, but you should remember that
you should release it if it becomes clear that the ve-

hicle is going to slip.
* Use the horn and the flashing lights to draw the at-
tention of other drivers to your critical situation.

* When there is no need to change the direction by
moving out of the road, you may in this case turn-
off the vehicle’s engine safely.

- 78-




C. Breakdown of the steering wheel: When the en-
gine turns off while you are driving, it is difficult
to control the steering wheel. In this case you
should attempt the following steps:

* Turn the steering wheel strongly using both hands in
order to reach the side of the road.

* Stop the vehicle, you will find difficulty in using the
brakes in automatic vehicles.

* Try to re-start the engine with caution.

D. Headlight failure: in case that the head lights
went off suddenly during night driving, adopt the
following:

* Move the vehicle away from the road and turn on
the flashing lights.

* Try to switch on the lights repeatedly.

* Upon failure to switch on the light, turn on the
emergency flashing lights or the signal lights.

E. If the engine hood is opened: If the engine hood is
opened suddenly to an upright position while you are
driving your vehicle, you should do the following:

* Turn on the flashing lights.

* Slowdown your vehicle speed.

* Try 1o see from under the cover, if not possible, do
the following:

* Try to see through the window.

* Make use of the lane markings as a guide for you.

* Keep away from the road as fast as you can with ex-
treme caution.

F. Breakdown of the Accelerator:

* Adjust the gear in a neutral position for the ordi-
nary vehicles and to (N) position for the automatic
vehicles.

* Use the brakes.

* Pay attention to the road and start pulling your ve-
hicle off the road.
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# PDraw the attention of the other drivers to your
critical situation by using the horn or the flashing
lights.

* Turn the engine off.

7-3 Emergency Conditions

There are emergency circumstances which necessitate
a compulsory stop of the driver on the road side. In
such situation you should act as follows:

¥ Pull away from the road by a distance not less
than two meters if you fail to find an appropriate
parking

* Place a warning tri-
angle at a distance
of 50 meters in
front of the vehicle —
and anotheroncata |
distance of 100 me-
ters behind the ve-
hicle in the single- |
lane road Use the warning triangle in case

of a vehicle breakdown

* If the road is a dual or multilane highway and you
are forced to stop on one of these lanes, you should
put a warning triangle at a distance of 10 meters be-
hind the vehicle, and another warning triangle at a dis-
tance of 100 meters behind the vehicle also. Do not
forget to collect the warning triangle prior to moving
your vehicle.

Remember also that many accidents occur because
of unsafe stopping near the highway, whether for re-
pair of a defect in the vehicle or for any other reasons.

Sliding is another unexpected event which occurs
when driving a vehicle. Sliding occurs when the de-
gree of friction between the tires and the road surface
reduces. When the vehicle slides, act as follows:
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|. Turn the driving wheel in the direction of the sliding.

2. Avoid pressing the brakes pedal.

3. Slow down your vehicle speed gradually.

4. If your vehicle is equipped with (ABS) system
which prevents locking the tires when using the
brakes, you should, under wet road circumstances
press the brake pedal strongly and continuously to
activate this system, even if you feel that the brake
pedal is becoming loose or is pushing your foot up.
(ABS) system helps the driver to control the vehicle
and maintain its direction in a straight line when
sliding on the road due to rain or other causes.

Do you know that!
The number of deaths resulted from traffic accidents
that occurred on the Kingdom's roads during the pe-
riod 1980-20080C exceeded 109,000 casualties
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Q1. The advantage of the vehicle’s periodical in-
spection is:

A. Early detection of defects.

B. Repairing the defect to avoid accidents.

C. Raise the level of the vehicle’s safety on the road.

D. All of the above.

Q2. There are three categories of tires, namely (A,
B, C) and the most suitable ones for the King-
dom’s weather are:

Q3. When the steering wheel breaks down, you
should do the following:

A. Move the steering wheel with both hands.

B. Stop the vehicle.

C. Try to re-start the engine.

D. All of the above.

- B2~
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8-1 Avoiding Accidents

In most cases, drivers choose one of three options
to avoid accidents: stops quickly, veer the vehicle or
accelerates the speed. Following 1s a summary for
each reaction selected:

* To stop quickly, use the brakes and when the vehi-
cle slides, stop using the brakes, then press the
brakes one time after the other till the vehicle
comes to a complete stop.

* When you don’t find time for stopping, try to
change the direction to pull off the road, in order to
avold colliding with other vehicles and try not to
use the brakes while changing the direction.

* Some times it would be preferable to accelerate
your speed to avoid accidents, particularly when a
certain vehicle i1s about to hit you from behind, or
on your side.

If you fail to avoid the accident, try to protect your-
self as much as you can, but you should allow other
drivers to know what you are intending to do while
you are driving your vehicle so they can avoid collid-
ing with you. By following the guidance and instruc-
tions mentioned below, you will be able to avoid
many accidents:

1. Blind areas:

The driver can not see the vehicles in the blind are-
as through the mirror and he should turn his head to
be able to see other vehicles in these areas.

2. The Speed Limit

You are legally not allowed to drive in access of
the speed limit as posted on the road’s speed limit
signs, Regardless of the speed limit, your speed
should take into consideration the following:

N .
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A. The number and speed of the vehicles on the road.

B. The road’s surface condition, whether soft or
rough, earthy, or wet, wide or narrow.

C. The road’s slope (high or low).

D. Pedestrians and cyclists on the road sides.

E. Rain, fog, winds, sandstorm and dust.

F. The nature of the area you are crossing (schools,
mosques, markets).

Driving in excess of the posted speed limit is con-
sidered a disastrous danger. Also, driving very slowly,
especially on the highway, may lead to causing dan-
gerous accidents. Therefore, you should drive at speed
close to the speed limit and observe the speed of the
surrounding vehicles on the road.

The faster your speed, the lesser will be your abili-
ty to control the vechicle, regardless of observing the

speed limit.

Many of the new drivers do not take into consider-
ation the safety factor by slowing down their speed
according to the nature of the road and the driving
conditions. Hence, these drivers do not act properly
and may cause traffic accidents due to lack of experi-
ence in driving.
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3. Curves

At road curves there is a side push force on the ve-
hicle (the centrifugal force) which pushes it away
from the curve. To avoid exiting the vehicle from its
path, you should slow down prior to entering the
curve and remember that using the brakes while pass-
ing the curve may lead to sliding your vehicle and

tipped over.

Curve Signs |

4. Work Zones: |

The work zones are locations where disastrous ac- |
cidents increase. It is well known that the victims of
these accidents are from the users of road or the work- |
ers at those sites. It is also known that work place, re- ‘J
quires closing part of the road or the whole road, '
hence, the driver should be cautious to pass the work
zone safely and this entails abiding by the traffic signs |
such as the detour signals... etc, and the instructions of |
the persons in charge of the work zone. |
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Every driver should remember that the speed limit
at the work place is less than the speed limit at other

parts of the road

5- Wet Roads

You should slow your vehicle speed when the road
is wet. This is because, when there is rain or other lig-
uids on the road, the friction coefficient between the
tires and the road surface decreases at the speed of 80
km/h and the vehicle will appear as if it is moving on
water. Therefore, any slight deviation in your path or
occurrence of a medium level winds may lead your
vehicle to slide and you will loose control over it
Also remember that pressing the brakes strongly on
the wet roads leads to sliding.

8.2 Colliding with Camels

Camels represent a danger to the traffic flow when
they cross through the unfenced roads. The shapes of
the camels are different from the shapes of other ani-
mals. They have huge bodies and long legs, hence
their centers of gravity are high and this is the reason
behind the occurrence of fatal traffic accidents when
the vehicle hit camels. The reasoning for this 1s that
vehicles first hit the legs and then the mass of the
body falls on the passengers’ cabin in the light vehi-
cles.

Studies proved that traffic accidents caused by
camels in the Kingdom constitute about 94% of the
animals hitting accidents, and 85% of these accidents
occur between 6:00 p.m. and 4:00 a.m., i.e. during the
night.

[n addition, studies indicated that the rate of inju-
ries in the accidents caused by camels represent four
times the rate of the traffic accidents in general where-
as the death rates exceed six times the rate of traffic
accidents in general.
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To avoid colliding with camels, you should observe

the following mstructions:

. Slow your speed when you see a camel/camels
near the road

2. Switch on the flashing lights or signals and observe
vehicles around you, especially the ones behind
you.

3. Wait till the camels cross the road completely.
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4. The warning triangle which has a camel’s symbol
indicates camels crossing area. When you see this
sign you should be cautious and reduce your vehi-

cle speed.

5. You should be aware of the typical behavior of
camels; they do not get scared of vehicles and do
not move away from vehicles when they see them.

6. You should pay attention to the traffic instructions
and warning signs issued or announced by the con-
cerned authorities to avoid this problem.

8.3 The accident’s site and crowding.

When you
see  the
flashing
lights of a
vehicle -
ahead of
you, you
should re-
duce your
vehicle -
speed as there might be an accident or an emergency
on the road.

Avoid crowding or gathering around the accidents or dis-
asters sites out of curiosity, because this will hinder the res-
cuing operations and may entail more accidentis



8.4 Intensity of the Accident

The intensity of the traffic accidents which ranges
from a simple fall from a bicycle to an accident in
which many vehicles are involved, may cause many
injuries. In most cases, the site of the accident repre-
sents high risks for safety due to the slow traffic flow.
Therefore, always try to keep away from the acci-
dent’s site by resorting to another road to allow the
emergency teams (traffic police, ambulance, civil de-
fense) to carry out their rescue duties without any dis-
turbance or confusion.

8.5 How to act when you see an Accident?
If it happens that you are the first person to reach
an accident’s site, you should behave as follows:
Make the place safe:

First: Personal safety precautious

Pay attention to your personal safety by not doing
anything that endangers your life. Stop your vehicle
safely away from the road after you pass the acci-
dent’s site and turn on the flashing lights. Check
whether there are injured people. Do not run through a
path which is crowded with vehicles. If it is at night
wea;; or carry a shining or reflecting object and use a
torch.

Second: The General Protective Precautions

Make the place safe to prevent the occurrence of
another accident. Inform the traffic police or the am-
bulance or the civil defense. If there are injured peo-
ple trapped inside the vehicles involved in the acci-
dent ask the bystanders to warn the other drivers to
slow their speed. Put warning triangle. signals or
lights at a distance of 45 m at least, away from the
traffic’s site and at both directions of the road. Switch
off the engine of the vehicle affected by the accident
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and if possible disconnect the vehicle’s battery. Keep
the vehicles involved in the accident at stable position
by using the hand brakes. If a vehicle is leaning on
one side, do not adjust it, but try to prevent it from
turning upside down. Draw the attention of the emer-
gency services to any damaged electric wires or
spilled out fuel from the vehicles affected by the acci-
dent or the existence of the “danger” signs on them.

Do not move the injured persons unless you find
them nside a burning vehicle or if they are in dan-
ger Moving injured persons harm them and many of

the paralysis cases occur as a result of this

Third: Rescuing the persons injured in accidents
Check the injured and make sure that they are still
breathing. Stay with the injured person and relicve his
worry till the ambulance reaches the site of the acci-
dent. Try to be calm if you are at the place of the acci-
dent and remember that acting promptly is very essen-
tial. While you are waiting for the ambulance to reach
the accident’s site, you may take the following steps.

Start

Unconscious injured Conscious injured

| |

[T a person is stretched outside of the car, Be keen to relieve
fix s head and neck using your hand and them and observe
open his ar path by pushing the jaw up- them continuously

ward, remove all objects from inside the
Jaw, especially the antificial teeth and the
other obstacles which may block the air
] path of the njured
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8-6 Stopping acute Bleeding

The most likely cause of death when accidents oc-
cur is the bleeding; however, you can stop the external
bleeding easily if you follow the steps explained be-
low:

I. Locate the place of the bleeding and press it direct-
ly using a clean piece of cloth.

2. If the bleeding occurs at one of the limbs, lift this
part up and keep pressing as this gesture alone may
be enough in most cases.

3. Use a bandage to cover the wound and tie it appro-
priately, but be careful not to tighten it to the extent
that it interrupts the blood circulation from reach-
ing the other parts of the body.

4. Press points: If the previous attempts fail to stop
the bleeding, you may press by the palm of your
hand on the internal side of the humorous between
armpit and the elbow in case of the upper part
bleeding, and press the internal front part of the
upper thigh in case of the lower part bleeding.

Do not replace the piece of cloth with a new
piece if the bleeding continues: rather

place a new one on top of he old.
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First: Fix straight the
head and neck

Second: Hold up the limb and
press o stop the bleeding

bandage

Forth: Plam hand pressing to
stop the bleeding
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8.7 Hazardous Materials

Traffic accidents may even become more compli-
cated when hazardous materials spilled or when toxic
vapors leak out. Keep the bystanders away from the
accident’s site and stand opposite to the wind's direc-
tion. If you notice any “danger” signs on the vehicles, |
inform the emergency team about them. If you are
doubtful about your safety or if you noticed any “dan-
gerous” sign , keep at a distance and stay at a safe
place if there 1s any leakage of flammable or hazard-
ous materials,

Phone Numbers of Emergency authorities I

Security patrols

Saudi Red Crescent Authority

Civil Defence

Traffic Accidents notificatio

Road Security Police
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8.8 Factors Influencing Driving

The teachings of our religion Islam prohibit drink-
ing alcohol and using narcotics (drugs). The traffic
regulations and rules stipulate that whoever i1s in-
volved in a traffic accident and found to be under the
influence of narcotics, or alcohol will be dealt with
stringently (physically and morally). The penalty im-
posed on such persons may extend to suspending their
licenses for a period of one year in addition to apply-
ing the Sharia punishments. On the other hand, some
of the medicines taken by some drivers may affect
their level of concentration and proficiency in driving.
This applies to the other types of drugs which are pur-
chased by a prescription from physician or over-the-
counter, including the prohibited drugs. Now, consid-
er these facts:

* The medicine prescribed for curing headache, nasal
congestation, influenza and tranquilizers, cause
drowsiness which affect the driver’s focus and
driving skills.

* Taking medical drugs, regardless of their types or
doses, has its definite impact on the driver’s focus.
Therefore drivers should consult and get confirma-
tion from the physician or the pharmacist about the
extent of influence of the drugs they take on their

ability to drive.

You should make sure that you are well aware
of the resulting efffects of using any types of
drugs on yvour focus while driving
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- Fatigue and Stress

Fatigue weakens the driver’s focus which will have
adverse effect on his reaction to the dangers that may
face him on the road, in addition to making him feel
sleepy while driving. To avoid this, the driver is ad-
vised to do the following:

Properly plan the trip.

I

- Take a rest prior to starting your trip and avoid
starting it immediately after the working hours.

- Do not try to drive for a long distance continuously
during the night.

Stop and take rest after every two hours of driving
and take snacks and hot drinks.

Move your eyes continuously and talk to your trip
companions.

Listen to some radio programs and useful cassettes.

- Vision and hearing

While you are driving, you need to see objects
clearly. In fact many of the acts you do while you are
driving depend on what you see ahead of you. Thus,
if you are not able to see the objects ahead of you
clearly, your judgment of the distances ahead of you
will be incorrect which may consequently affect tak-
Ing appropriate decisions. Some people can see well
during the day but they can not do the same during
the night, particularly on the roads that lack sufficient
lighting. Hence, you should check your eyesight and
use medical glasses, if required.

DR/




Hearing i1s also as important as eyesight. You
should check your hearing to measure the extent of
your ability to hear the voices around you as there
might be some voices which you need to hear prior to
seeing their sources to pay attention to them, especial-
ly in places where visibility is low.

Listening to the radio or cassette player at low vol-
ume will help you hear voices outside the vehicle.

Do yvou know?
The volume of economic losses resulting from

traffic accidents in the Kingdom is estimated
at S.R. 21 Billion annually
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Q1- The faster the speed:

A. The more you will be respected by other drivers.
B. The more the insurance premium will increase.

C. The less control you will have over the vehicle.

D. Will lead to failure of operating the (ABS) system.

Q2. When vou see camels crossing the road, you
should:

A. Slow down your vehicle speed and wait till the
camels cross the whole section of the road.

B. Slow down your speed and no need to wait.

C. Use the horn continuously.

D. Increase your speed to prevent them from crossing
the road.

Q3. When there is an accident or an emergency on
the road, how will vou act:

A. Provide assistance if 1 can.

B. Use another road to allow the emergency and res-
cue teams to reach the site and rescue the injured.

C. Stop the vehicle near the place of the accident.

D. The above-mentioned in paras (A+B).
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Abiding by the traffic regulations and instructions
1S a major pre-requisite to avoid being involved in ac-
tions that might lead to suspension of driving license
and disqualify the driver form driving. The conduct
that leads to violating the traffic regulations have neg-
ative impacts, which includes causing harm to you or
to others or the legal consequences of paying fines
and other legal procedures. However, the adverse im-
pacts do not stop there, but may extend to include reg-
istering black points on your record at the traffic di-
rectorate. For example, when a driver commits a
violation of running a red light, in addition to the pay-
ment of the financial penalty, twelve black points will
be registered in his driving record. If he continues re-
peating this violation, this balance of black points
may reach 24 points within one year where his driving
license will be suspended.

In contrast, abiding by the traffic rules by not com-
mitting violations will make your record clean and not
containing any black points. The traffic regulations
contain some provisions that encourage the drivers to
maintain their record clean. Committing a traffic vio-
lation is not the upshot or does it mean that you are a
dangerous dniver. The law stipulates that " If one year
elapses after a driver commutted a traffic violation and
he did not commit another violation, the driver's black
points pertaining to that violation will be omitted au-
tomatically from the system, consequently his record
will be clean of any violations.

Do you know that!
{he impacts of the trathie accident extend bevond the

economic losses 1o include social, health and
psychological impacts.
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Appendix (1)
Tables of the traffic violations

pursuant to the Traffic Act issued by the Royal
Decree No M/85 dated 26/10/1428H
and it’s Executive Act issued by the decree
No. 7019 dated 3/7/1429H
of H.H. Minister of Interior.
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Penalties for Violations Table No. (1) are 500 to 900
S.R. fine. or detention of the vehicle as well. These vi-
olations are:

l. Driving a vehicle without having a driving license. |

2. Driving a vehicle without registration plates (deten-
tion of the vehicle till the violation is settled).

3. Dniving a vehicle without rear registration plate
(detention of the vehicle till the violation is settled).

4. Driving a vehicle with registration plates that do |
not belong to vehicle (detention of the vehicle till
the violation is settled).

5. Using irregular registration plates (detention of the
vehicle till the violation is settled). |

6. Installing fittings resembling those of official and
emergency vehicles(detention of the vehicle tll the
violation 1s settled).

7. Erasing or try to erase vehicle's identification signs.

8. Driving under the influence of alcohol, drugs or
medical drugs that i1s warned of driving under it’s |
influence. |

9. Running traffic light on red . i

10. Driving a vehicle in the opposite direction to traf- |
fic flow. |

11. Maneuvering in high speed between vehicles on
public roads.
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Exceeding speed limit (more than 25 Km PH over
posted limit) .

Passing in prohibited areas such as curves and
heights.

14. Stopping over railroads.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

1.

22,

Failure to secure (covering and tying up) a trans-
ported load

Carrying out works on public roads without prior
coordination with the concerned authorities.

Failure to completely stop at stop sign.

Not yielding the .right-of-way by completely stop-
ping at the yield sign.

Not yielding the right-of-way to vehicles coming
from right in equal right-of-way intersection in
the absence of nght-of-way sign.

Not yielding the right-of-way to vehicles in the
main road in the absence of yield sign.

Failure to comply with the traffic police directions
and not giving his directions priority over traffic
signals.

Failure of incoming vehicles to yield to the right-
of-way to vehicles inside roundabouts in the ab-
sence of traffic lights or a traffic police.

. Driving a vehicle not equipped with the necessary

appliances such as brakes, lights etc which jeop-
pardize public safety.(detention of the vehicle till
the violation is settled).
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24. Failure to use necessary lights while driving or in
bad weather.

25. Driving a vehicle in tunnels without switching on

lights.
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Penalties for Violations Table No. (2) are 300 to 500

S.R. fine or detention of the vehicle as well. These vi-
olations are:

.

Carrying out modifications or additons to vehi-
cle's chassis or body without observing the legal
procedures.(detention of the vehicle till the viola-
tion is settled).

Operating of industrial, construction or agricultu-
ral public works vehicles on roads without taking
the necessary precautions including absence of re-
flecting wing signs. .(detention of the vehicle till
the violation is settled).

Driving a vehicle that causes pollution on public
roads (detention of the vehicle till the violation is

settled).

Exceeding speed limit (1-25 Km PH over posted
limit).

Messing with regulating traffic road signs, reflec-
tors or poles .

6. Non-stopping in check points or security patrols in

the presence of stop directions or signs .

7. Failure to observe traffic regulations in crossroads

and intersections,

8. Use of vehicle for purposes other than licensed for.

0. Exceeding number of permitted passengers.
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10. Transporting passengers in places not designed for
them in vehicle.

I1. Refuse to present driver's or vehicle's documents
to the authorized personnel.

12. Not observing lanes outlines.

I3. Leaving objects on public roads that may endan-
ger public safety.

14. Not yielding right of way to VIP convoys or emer-
gency vehicles .

I5. Passing school buses when children are boarding
or exiting,.

16. Driving with expired driving license.




Penalties for Violations Table No. (3) are 150 to 300
S.R. fine. These violations are

1. Absence of trailer's legal requirements.
2. Not presenting the vehicle for technical inspection

3. Using high beam headlight while there are oncom-
ing vehicles.

4. Failure to take necessary precautions when stop-
ping the vehicle on public roads in cases of emer-

gency.

5. Placing obstacles inside the vehicle that obstruct
driver's vision.

6. Not carrying driving license or vehicle's registra-
tion while driving..

7. Leaving of vehicle unattended in a descending road
without taking necessary precautions.

8. Violating traffic regulations on roads.
9. Failure to preserve vehicle's registration plates.

10. Failure to complete vehicle's ownership registra-
tion procedures

| 1. Failure to complete the procedures of changing of
vehicle's utilization.

2. Failure to use seat belt

13. Failure to use appropriate safety seats designed for
children
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14. Failure to observe right-of-way rules.

15. Failure to export a vehicle intended for export in
due date.

16. Using cell phone by hand while driving.

17. Abuse the use of vehicle's horn.

18. Not wearing a helmet while driving motorbikes.
19. Driving in unauthorized lanes

20. Failure of animals' owners to keep them away
from roads.
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Penalties for Violations Table No. (4) are 100 to 150
S.R. fine. These violations are

|. Using unauthorized appliances in the vehicle or fix-
ing stickers or slogans of indecent material.

2. Unnecessarily leaving of vehicles on public roads
in prohibited areas.

3. Throwing any objects outside the vehicle while
driving.

4. Driving a vehicle without front registration plate.
5. Exiting or boarding while the vehicle is moving.
6. Crossing of pedestrians in unauthorized zones.

7. Failure of pedestrians to comply to pedestrian traf-
fic signs .

8. Causing traffic congestion by driving slowly .
9. Parking in No-parking areas.
10. Parking in handicapped parking zones.

| 1. Failure to focus on the road while driving.

12. Absence of insurance policy.
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Appendix (2)
Traffic Signs & Signals
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rangerows bends Dangerous bends Keverse Henad Pedistnan Crossing
from lefi tloright  from right 1o left R-L

Slippery road Loose gravel Falling Rocks Bicycle crossing i
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Pass sither side Go to the left Go to the right
Al nexi junction s Al next junction go Al next junction go Al mext junction go (o Pass (his side
(turn mandatory Straight on or U-tum 10 the right or 10 the left

the left

Pass this side

Mandaiory road  Mandatory road for  Mandatory road for  Mimimurm Speed
for bicycles Podestrisns e 1
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Type Il Barricade
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Finally ...

The authors wish that the efforts they have been exerted in
writing this manual have achieved the aspired objectives in
establishing and deepening the traffic safety culture and
concept for the road users. This effort remains in need for more
development and updating through the contribution of
whoever concerned by way of making comments, remarks and
suggestions and sending the same to the authors on the
following address.

King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology
The National Traffic Satety Commuttee

P.O. Box 6086 Riyadh 11442 |
Secretariat of the Committee: !
Tel: 01/ 481 3746 1

Fax: 01/ 481 3878 - 01/ 481 3837
Email; gdrgp(@kacst.edu.sa
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